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SUBJ: STATEMENT ON PESO 

TODAY WHEN I ATTENDED MEETING OF ITALO-LATIN AMERICA 
INSTITUTE PRESIDED OVER BY PRESIDENT ECHEVERRIA AND 
AT WHICH SENATOR FANEANI WAS PRINCIPAL SPEAKER, I WAS 
BESIEGED BY PRESS AND MEDIA. I REFUSED TO ANSWER ANY 
QUESTION BUT COMING OUT I WAS ASKED ON LIVE TELEVISION 
A DIRECT QUESTION ABOUT "U.S. CAMPAIGN OP RUMOR TO 
UNDERMINE THE PESO". TO THIS I ANSWERED ALMOST VERBATIM 
"THE INTERESTS OF THE U.S. GOVERNMENT AND OF MEXICO ARE 
INDENTICAL ON THIS MATTER. WE OPPOSE SPECULATION AND 
RUMOR AND WE FAVOR A HEALTHY AND STRONG PESO." 
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